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Transmite carta de líderes democratas da CRE da

Câmara de Representantes ao embaixador dos EUA em

Brasília.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O presidente da Comissão de Relações Exteriores da

Câmara dos Deputados, Eliot Engel (D-NY), e o

presidente da subcomissão de Hemisfério Ocidental

daquela Comissão, Albio Sires (D-Nova Jersey),
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encaminharam carta ao embaixador dos Estados Unidos em

Brasília, Todd Chapman, pela qual cobram explicações

sobre artigo publicado em 30/7 pelo jornal "O Globo".

De acordo com a matéria, aquele diplomata teria

supostamente solicitado, a autoridades brasileiras,

"um favor" aos EUA, em benefício da campanha eleitoral

de Donald Trump, mediante o aumento de importações de

etanol norte-americano. Esse aumento contribuiria para

fortalecer a base eleitoral do presidente no estado de

Iowa, tradicional produtor daquela "commodity" no

cinturão do milho dos EUA.

 

2. A carta afirma que a alegada ingerência do

embaixador constituiria defesa de "interesses

políticos estreitos do Presidente Trump", incompatível

com as funções de chefe de missão diplomática. Ao

pedir esclarecimentos urgentes a Todd Chapman (até

4/8), Eliot Engel e Albio Sires criticam também a

postura do diplomata de "defender o direito de

expressão do deputado Eduardo Bolsonaro", em

referência a manifestações recentes do parlamentar

brasileiro sobre a campanha presidencial americana.

 

3.  Engel e Sires procuraram evitar indispor-se com

eleitores do influente cinturão do milho dos EUA, que

já vinha enfrentando dificuldades com as barreiras

impostas pela China em 2018, agravadas com a crise

deflagrada pela pandemia do coronavírus. A carta

centra sua crítica na alegada postura imprópria de

Chapman e na defesa de não interferência externa nas

eleições norte-americanas.

4. Transmito, a seguir, o inteiro teor da carta:

 

ABRE ASPAS

 

Dear Ambassador Chapman:

We are extremely alarmed by a report in Brazilian

newspaper O Globo yesterday which stated that while

lobbying your counterparts on reducing ethanol

tariffs, you raised "the importance for the Bolsonaro

government of maintaining Donald Trump as U.S.

President." The article further stated, "Iowa is the

largest ethanol producer in the United States...and

could be a key player in Trump`s election. Hence the

importance - according to Chapman - for the Bolsonaro

government to do the U.S. a favor."

 

These statements are completely inappropriate for a

U.S. ambassador to make, and if true, would be a
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potential violation of the Hatch Act of 1939. We ask

that you respond in writing by 5:00 p.m. EST on August

4th as to whether the allegations in the

aforementioned article (attached to this

correspondence) are true. Specifically, please provide

us with a complete description of all conversations

that you have had with Brazilian government officials

in the executive and legislative branches with regard

to ethanol tariffs and the U.S. presidential election.

If you deny these allegations, please provide complete

and unredacted copies of any and all documents

referring or related to any discussions you have had

with Brazilian government officials in the executive

and legislative branches with regard to ethanol

tariffs, to reassure Congress and the American people

that our Ambassador to Brazil is truly representing

the interests of the United States and not the narrow,

political interests of President Trump.

 

Elections in the United States are for the American

people and the American people only to decide. Earlier

this week, Congressman Eduardo Bolsonaro - the son of

President Bolsonaro - tweeted a video supporting the

re-election of President Trump. In response, you

defended Congressman Bolsonaro`s right to speak

freely. We found your response extremely

disappointing. While Mr. Bolsonaro has the right to

speak freely, it is simply not appropriate for sitting

foreign government officials - in any branch of

government - to promote the campaigns of candidates in

the United States. After everything that occurred in

the U.S. presidential election in 2016, we frankly

believe that you should know better.

 

Finally, it is important to note that the purpose of

this correspondence is not to take a position on

ethanol tariffs - an issue which is worthy of a

meaningful conversation in both of our countries. This

is about something much bigger. Given the events of

2016, it is all the more important for U.S.

ambassadors serving our country abroad to not insert

themselves into U.S. elections or encourage foreign

government officials from any branch of government to

do so.

 

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. We

look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

ELIOT L. ENGEL Chairman
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ALBIO SIRES

Chairman

House Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere, Civilian

Security, and Trade

 

 

FECHA ASPAS

 

Nestor Forster, encarregado de negócios, a.i.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GJNV
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